
What is Stronger by Degrees and what will it accomplish?
Stronger by Degrees is a comprehensive and measurable plan to 
elevate Kentuckians’ standard of living through postsecondary 
educati on. 

Stronger by Degrees will guide statewide public policy prioriti es 
through 2015 to fulfi ll the vision fi rst arti culated by Governor Paul 
Patt on and the Kentucky General Assembly in the Postsecondary 
Educati on Improvement Act of 1997 (House Bill 1). That legislati on set 
out important challenges that recognized postsecondary educati on as 
the driver for economic prosperity for the Commonwealth.

This new strategic agenda builds on the decade of success since the 
passage of HB 1, and brings focus and renewed energy to a shared 
mission. The plan lays out specifi c objecti ves that target the four areas 
of policy focus:  college readiness; student success; research, economic 
and community development; and effi  ciency and innovati on.

Why is the strategic agenda needed? 
Kentucky statutes require that the Council develop and implement an 
agenda every four years. While Kentucky has made signifi cant progress 
since HB 1, signifi cant challenges remain, including:

• The percentage of Kentuckians, ages 25-44, with an associate’s 
degree and higher is lower than the nati onal average, 32% 
compared to 39%

• Only 57% of Kentucky freshmen meet all college readiness 
standards

• 50% of fi rst-year students graduate in six years
Low ranking on nati onal measures of economic competi ti veness• 

STRONGER by DEGREES
http://cpe.ky.gov/strongerbydegrees

STRONGER by DEGREES
A Strategic Agenda for Kentucky Postsecondary and Adult Educati on

Vision: All Kentuckians will be prepared to succeed in a global economy.
Mission: To deliver a world-class educati on to students, create and apply new 
knowledge, and grow the economy of the Commonwealth.

Who was involved in this eff ort?
The Council on Postsecondary 
Educati on, Kentucky Adult Educati on 
and the state’s colleges and 
universiti es with the help of:

Kentucky Department of • 
Educati on
Kentucky Higher Educati on • 
Assistance Authority
Educati on Professional Standards • 
Board
Workforce and Economic • 
Development Cabinet
Business leaders and others• 

What are the next steps?
Performance targets will be • 
established for each insti tuti on 
and  region, and for the state.
A state accountability system is • 
being developed. It includes a 
dashboard to gauge quanti tati ve 
progress, regular status reports 
to the Governor and legislature, 
and annual campus reports to the 
Council.

FAQs

htt p://cpe.ky.gov



2011-2015 Strategic Agenda Snapshot

Objecti ves Metrics

College Readiness

Decrease fi nancial barriers to • 
college access and completi on

Increase college-ready • 
Kentuckians entering 
postsecondary educati on

Increase college-ready GED • 
graduates

Readiness of Kentucky high School • 
graduates who enter college

Number of GED graduates• 

New teacher excellence (top 15% • 
nati onally on PRAXIS II)

Student Success

Increase eff ecti veness of K-12 • 
teachers and school leaders

Increase degree producti on • 
and completi on rates and close 
achievement gaps

Decrease fi nancial barriers to • 
college access and completi on

Degrees and credenti al conferred• 

Graduati on rates (Bachelor’s and • 
Associate)

Graduati on rate gaps of • 
underrepresented minority, 
low-income, and less-prepared 
students

State appropriati ons for public • 
higher educati on

State fi nancial aid funding defi cit• 

Research, Economic, and 
Community Development

Increase basic, applied, and • 
translati onal research

Increase educati onal att ainment • 
and quality of life through regional 
stewardship, public service, and 
community outreach

Research and development • 
funding

Degrees and credenti als in • 
science, technology, engineering, 
math, and health-related fi elds

Educati onal att ainment at the • 
Associate degree level and higher 
(ages 25-44)

Effi  ciency and Innovati on

Increase academic producti vity • 
through program innovati ons

Maximize use of postsecondary • 
and adult educati on resources

Online learning• 

Degrees produced per $1M • 
of educati on and related 
expenditures

 
The Council on Postsecondary Educati on believes in the transformati ve power of postsecondary educati on.  
Stronger by Degrees, the new strategic agenda for Kentucky’s postsecondary and adult educati on system, is 
powering a stronger Kentucky economy and improving the lives of Kentuckians.  To learn more about Stronger by 
Degrees, visit htt p://cpe.ky.gov/strongerbydegrees.
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