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Background of the Problem

Little research on factors influencing
adults to reengage in higher
education

Continued increase in adult learner
population in Kentucky

Kentucky’s need to reengage adult
learners
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Tinto’s Attrition Research

100

50 . .
40 \

a0

PERGENT COMPLETION
/
~
i
|.

20

1880 1830 1800 1910 1820 1830 1940 1850 1960 1970 1980
YEAR
Fic. 1. BA Completion Rates in Higher Education, 1880—1980 (with Estimated Re-

gression Line), Where: Percent Completion = No. of BAs or First Professional Degrees/
No. of First-time Degree Enrollment Four Years Earlier
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Kentucky Six-Year Graduation Rate

Six Year Baccalaureate Graduation Rate 2006
Kentucky Public Institutions
Fall 2000 Degree Seeking Freshman
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Source: Kentucky Council on KENTUCKY COUNCIL ON
Postsecondary Education POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

Comprehensive Database
July 2008 - WDC
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Nontraditional Students

Figure 1.—Percentage of undergraduates with nontraditional characteristics: 1992-93 and 1999-
2000
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SOURCE: LS. Department of Education, NCES. National Postsecondary Studertt Aid Study (NPSAS:2000).
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Residence of Potential Re-Entry Adult Students with 90 or More Credit
Hours Earned at One Institution but No Bachelor's Degree, 2007

Kentucky Residents Ages 25-50 in March 2007 Who Were Enrolled in
Public Two- or Four-Year Institutions Prior to the 2005-06 Academic Year
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Number of persons, aged 25-64, with some
college but not a bachelor's degree
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Purpose of Study

To examine the factors that
influence adult learner
intentions to complete a
bachelor’s degree program
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Survey Questions

Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education —
Survey of Kentucky Aduits with College Credit — No Degree
PREAMBLE: May | please speak with 2 Hil My name is and I'm calling from [ete over your lifetime?

Stamats, a higher education research firm. We are researching education needs in your area for
Kentucky colleges and universities. The survey should take approximately 12 minutes and would
greatly assist us. [THANK AND CONTINUE IF AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE; THANK AND
POLITELY DISCONNECT IF NOT] OPTIONS—ALLOW ONE)

1. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

Less than a high schoel diploma or GED

High school diploma or GED (CONFIRM RESPONDENT HAS NOT TAKEN ANY COLLEGE
COURSES BEFORE SELECTING) Fed about going ta college. Please tell
College certficate (GO TO Q2) g the following scale (ROTATE

Some college; no degree (GO TO Q2) .
Associate degree (GO TO Q2) Hime?
Currently completing bachelor's degree (Where are you taking classes? )
Bachelor's degree (Where did you complete your bachelor's degree? )
Some graduate work; no degree (Where did you complete your bachelor's degree?

Graduate or professional degree (Where did you complete your bachelor's degree? )

WmNE W =

THANK AND TERMINATE IF UNQUALIFIED FOR STUDY. 2. No; 1A IF NO, why nat?
2. No; 2A. IF NO, why not?

2. Are you currently enrolled in a college program of some sort? 2 No; 3A IF NO, why nat?
1. Yes, ful-time 2. Yes, parttime 3.No (GO TO Q3) 2.No 4A. IF NO, why not?
2A. What college or university are you currently aftending? Hegree, please tell me whether each of these
THANK AND TERMINATE IF UNQUALIFIED FOR STUDY. ll:Tl?E:S—SZELNI:_)CI ALDTHATARREY]
3. We would like to understand why you have not received a bachelor's degree. | will list some reasons : zz % m

why people do not go on for a bachelor's degree or do not finish one they've started. Please indicate 1Yes 2 No
if each of these factors had: (MIX ORDER) = =

uld you most prefer? (ALLOW ONE)
lasses on the weekend
4. Online classes

Na influence in your decision (1)
Some influence in your decision (2)
A great deal of influence in your decision (3)

1. Financial reasons 1 2 3 n only, to go to college full-time for one year at
2. Did poorly in college courses 1 2 3
3. Family obligations 1 2 3
4. Disliked college 1 2 3
5. Was offered a good job 1 2 3
6. Education was not relevant to my career plans 1 2 3
7. Few jobs in my area require a college degree 1 2 3
8. Distance from the college was too far 1 2 3
9. Never intended on getting a degree 1 2 3
10. Class schedule did not fit my work schedule 1 2 3
© 2007 Stamats, Inc Page 1

Page 3
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Respondent Characteristics

Demographic Statistics: Houssheld/Famaily

Variable Demographic N %

W h at a re Gender Female = 1032 64.1
demographic Male 574 35.9

Marital Single 224 26.5

characteristics s
Children in Hone 375 23.5

of disengaged |, |
adult learners 2

- 3 or more 80 20.1
?

I n Kentu Cky . Household Less than $23,000 Z032 14.a
Inocoms $25,000 to < 550,000 428 30.7

50,000 to < 575,000 392 28.2

§75,000 to < §$100,000 257 16.5

$100,000 to $150,000 8BS B.1

More than $150,000 ZE 1.9
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Demographics: Gender & Marital Status

Predominately female respondents - 64%

Demographic Statistics: Gender and Marital Status by

7 3 0/0 We re m a rri ed Intent to Return to College

= Marizal 3tatus Females Malzs
B 62% of single females most
intent on returning — S —

(n = 1 3 2) - Likely to Return 132 118 56,7

B 55% of married males most - Yot Likely to B BD 9 4.3

Return

intent on not returnin g Nazried 0 9.2 %2 633
(n — 20 1 ) - Likely to Return 388 7.9 lel 44.5
- Yot Likely to 422 521 201 @

Return
Tatals 1023 4.1 572 35,9
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Demographics: Households

Over 76% had at least —— ———
one child in household ==——=—"—"—=
Approximately 55% B— S
had a household e -
income greater than e B
the state average
B 26% over $75K
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Demographics: Employment

65% employed full-time

B 57% of females fulltime
B 80% of males fulltime

Only 23% unemployed

88.3% satisfied with

current job

Demographic Statistics: Emplovment
Variable Demographic N 3
Groups

Emplovment Full-time employes 1045 65,2

Status Part-time employes 18% 11.7
Unemployved 372 23.1

Job Category  White collar 457 38.5
Blue collar 378 31.9
Service industry 333 28.1
Other 13 1.5

Jaob Hot at all satisfied g0 0.5

fatisfaction  Not very satisfied 85 5.3
Somewhat satisfied
Very satisfied 603 48.7
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Demographics: Academics

Demographic Statistics: Educational History

G PA : Ap p rOX 7 3 0/0 Variable Demographic N %
reported > 3.0 s

B < 120/0 had GPA at GER Less than 2.0 3 TG
or below 2.5

2.0 to 2.3 114 8.6

Credit Hours: 66%
with more than 30 hrs

B Over 41% had 61
or more hours

Credit Hours Under 30 hrs 537 34.0

Completed 30 to &0 _hrs
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Demographics: Correlation

Positive correlation with Intent to Return
B GPA: 72% of those intending > 3.0

Negative correlation with Intent to Return
B Age

B Marital status

B Job satisfaction

B Household income

Factors ]nﬂucncing Adult] earner|ntentions to Complctc a Bachclor’s chrcc




Barriers to Returning

What are the barriers that prevent

disengaged adult learners in Kentucky

from completing their bachelor’s degree?
A major concem (1)

A lesser concem (2)
Mot a concemn at all (3)

Statement

The location of available educational opportunities is too far
for commuting

| don't think | wall do well
| wouldnt know where to start if | wanted to re-enroll

| wouldm't know where to start to find financial aid for colleqge
Job travel or odd work schedule
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Barriers to Returning

Work versus class conflict

Family versus class conflict
B Not significant

Financial cost of college
Value to career goals
Benefit to job
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Barriers to Returning

Inverse Relationship
B Work versus class conflict
B Financial cost of college

c Return =1 Not a [
g Concern = 3 Q
S =
= g
Not Return g

=0 Major = 1 O
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Barriers to Returning

Positive Relationship

B Value to career goals
B Benefit to Job

- Return =1 > Not a [
_g Concern = 3 Q
= =
= 9
Not Return g

=0 Major = 1 O
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Motivators for Returning

What factors motivate disengaged adult
learners in Kentucky to complete their
bachelor’s degree?

15 I'm going to list some services that colleges have for adult students. For each service, please t=ll
me if having this service would make you:

Much more interested in going back to college (3}
Somewhat more interested in going back to college (2)
Would not change my interest level (1)

Item 1 2 3
A college or extension site located closer to your home
Financial aid packages specifically for adult part-time
students

Programs that can be completed on a faster-than-
nomal scheduls

Cinlineg learning programs

College credits given for pnor work or life experience
A parsonal advisor to help you through the application
and financial aid process

COin-site child care at the college
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Motivators for Returning

Location close to home
Adult learner oriented financial aid

o

c
Accelerated programs S8 | Disengaged
Online learning opportunities g, - Versus
Credit for work experience Engaged

z

_
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Motivators for Returning

Positive Relationship
B Close to home
B Adult learner oriented financial aid

c Return = 1 > Much more = 3 F>)
- Q
= 1
5 =)
9 (0p)
= 0
~ Not Return %

=0 No Change =1 +
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Summary

Adult learners in Kentucky have the

means, aptitude, and desire to finish a
bachelor’s degree

Job satisfaction and income may be
barriers to returning

College location and financial aid are
important to adult learners

Adult learners may not be aware of the
long term ramifications of not having a
degree
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Recommendations

1. Relationship between life satisfaction
(employment and income) to
educational attainment objectives

2. Attitudes of Kentucky employers toward
education - is it valued?

3. Increase opportunity and awareness of
adult learner focused financial
assistance
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Recommendations

4. Relationship between value to career
(intrinsic) and benefit to employment
(extrinsic)

5. Conduct research on the impact of
geographic location on adult learner’s
interest in bachelor’s level education
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Recommendations

6. Explore the parent-child interaction in
educational attainment in Kentucky

/. Conduct a follow-up study on this
sample — validating the intention to

return.
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Conclusion - So What?

This study is important because it:

B focuses on facts regarding adult learner
educational attainment challenges in
Kentucky

B highlights ramifications of continued
neglect of one of the most valuable
resources in Kentucky - adult learners

provides a "way ahead” for continued
research on Kentucky adult learners
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Conclusion - So What?

The consequences of ignoring the
findings of this study:

B continued decline in Commonwealth’s
economic and educational standing

B further erosion of knowledge-based workers
in the Commonwealth - brain drain

B failure to give the youth of Kentucky the
very best opportunity to be successful in
the future
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Questions?
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