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Governor’s Higher Education Work Group 
 
 
On October 21, Governor Beshear announced the formation of a 25-member work group to 
review issues of affordability and access to postsecondary education.  
 
The Governor’s Higher Education Work Group will be co-chaired by Mira Ball of Lexington 
and Pete Mahurin of Bowling Green. Other members include business leaders, government 
officials, and members of the General Assembly. University presidents and students from 
across the state will advise the work group.  
 
The group will produce two reports with recommendations for Governor Beshear. The first is 
due in January 2009.  The second report, due by September 2009, will address long-term 
issues including how to best create stable state funding for public postsecondary education.  
 
President Crofts will provide a more detailed overview of the work group and the role of the 
Council in this process at the November 7 meeting. The executive order creating the work 
group and memberships of the work group and the student and president advisory 
committees are attached.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff preparation by Lee Nimocks 









Presidents’ Advisory Committee 
 
 
 
Richard Crofts, Council on Postsecondary Education  (Chair)  
 
Doug Whitlock, Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Mike McCall, Kentucky Community and Technical College System 
 
Wayne Andrews, Morehead State University 
 
Randy Dunn, Murray State University 
 
Jim Votruba, Northern Kentucky University 
 
Lee Todd, University of Kentucky 
 
Jim Ramsey, University of Louisville 
 
Gary Ransdell, Western Kentucky University 
 
Larry Shinn, Berea College 
 
Michael Carter, Campbellsville University 
 
Cheryl King, Kentucky Wesleyan College 
 
Gary Cox, Association of Independent Kentucky Colleges and Universities 
 



Wednesday, October 29, 2008 
 
Students give inside first-hand perspective 
 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 29, 2008) – Gov. Steve Beshear today announced the 
creation of a Student Advisory Committee to work closely with the members of the 
Higher Education Task Force on ways to make college more affordable and financial 
aid more accessible. 
 
“In a global economy where the attainment of a higher education is the passport to 
a vibrant future, Kentucky must address the affordability question,” Gov. Beshear 
said.  “There’s no better place to begin than with the young men and women who 
are directly confronting these issues. They know first hand the stumbling blocks 
they have to overcome.  Some of them have even studied the problem and can use 
their findings to help lead us to solutions.” 
 
The Student Advisory Committee will be made up of traditional and nontraditional 
students who attend both public and private institutions across the state. The group 
will hold its first meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2008. 
 
Members of the committee include: 
 
• Chris Crumrine, chair, student member of the Council on Post Secondary 

Education 
• Randall Barnes, student, Kentucky Community and Technical College System 

(KCTCS), Paducah campus  
• Johnathon Boles, student government president, Western Kentucky Univ
• Alex Combs, stu

ersity 
dent government president, Eastern Kentucky University 

y 

ehead State University  

sity of Kentucky  

 College  
 College 

of Louisville  

This group will give insight into what students are facing financially and disseminate 
information among the work groups and the schools they represent. Additional 
students may be joining the advisory group between now and the Nov. 12 meeting. 

• Gabe Cronon, student, Northern Kentucky University 
• Kodi Faine, student, Alice Lloyd College  
• Jacob Fowles, student, University of Kentuck
• Brad Fran, student, Eastern Kentucky University 
• Michael Harmon, student government president, Mor
• Jeremy Lane, student government president, Kentucky State University  
• Kara Mantooth, student government president, Murray State University 
• Rachel Meyer, student, Murray State University 
• Tyler Montell, student government president, Univer
• Sharon Murphy, student, University of Kentucky  
• Jacob Raderer, student government president, Centre
• Matthew Ruark, student government president, Kentucky Wesleyan
• Kevin Smiley, student, Western Kentucky University  
• Rudy Spencer, student government president, University 
• Luke Taylor, student, KCTCS, Bluegrass Community and Technical College 

campus 
 


