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Madisonville Regional Forum

October 26, 2004

Pennyrile Area Development District: Caldwell, Christian, Crittenden, Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon, Muhlenberg, Todd, and Trigg counties. 

Green River Area Development District: Daviess, Hancock, Henderson, McLean, Ohio, Union, and Webster counties.

The 64 forum participants included representatives from postsecondary education (53 percent), including Brescia University, Kentucky Community and Technical College System, Madisonville Community College, Hopkinsville Community College, Owensboro Community and Technical College, Kentucky Wesleyan College, Murray State University, University of Kentucky, University of Louisville, and Western Kentucky University; business and community (30 percent); adult education (11 percent), including Caldwell, Christian, Daviess, Hancock, Henderson, and Hopkins counties; and 2 percent from each of the following: Christian County Board of Education, Economic Development Cabinet, and Kentucky Higher Education Student Loan Corporation.

Data analysis suggests the most pressing needs of the region are:

· Diversity and levels of education attainment point to the importance of closing achievement gaps between white students and nonwhite students.   

· While the job growth shows large percentage increases in occupational areas that require advanced education, the highest number of annual job openings is predicted in occupational areas that simply require on-the-job training. 

· The college-going rate of high school students lags the state average in nine counties of the region.

The following summarizes the discussion at the Madisonville regional forum.

Access
· Online instruction is very popular.

· Flexible schedules are needed.

Affordability
· Cost is a barrier for the working class – they don’t qualify for financial aid, but they don’t have enough money for postsecondary education.

· College debt impacts lives for years.

· More minority scholarships are needed.

Culture
· There is a misperception that postsecondary education is not affordable.

· Students choose cars and other “creature comforts” over postsecondary education.

· Parents have the “If it was good enough for me, it’s good enough for you” syndrome.

· Parents discourage postsecondary education because they don’t want children to leave the area.

Curriculum
· High school and postsecondary curricula should be better aligned.

· There is a need for more cross-cultural, world language courses in high school.

· Both liberal arts and technical curricula are needed.

· More service learning is necessary.

General
· Intergenerational substance abuse is a barrier to postsecondary education.

Guidance
· Promote postsecondary education to all ages.

· Inform students and parents that postsecondary education is affordable with financial aid.

· Provide career education.

Funding
· Allow universities to issue bonds.

· Better funding is necessary to prevent tuition increases.

· Provide better funding for adult education to prepare students for postsecondary education.

Jobs
· If education is improved, the economy will improve.

· Develop Kentucky’s intellectual capital.

· Health care workers are needed.

· Graduates leave the area because of a lack of jobs.

Preparation
· Developmental education is necessary.

· Better preparation is needed in math, science, and writing.

· Provide high school classes on how to succeed in college.

· Adult education ESL is critical in preparing Hispanics for postsecondary education.

Student support
· Adult and minority students need peer support.

· Use successful students as motivators.

· Hispanic students need nurturing and motivating.

· Childcare is necessary.
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