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DISCUSSION GUIDE

6:45-7:15 p.m.
Participant discussion of community/regional opportunities and challenges

1. What do you see as the biggest opportunities and the biggest challenges in this part of the state in the areas of economic development, workforce development, growth and vitality?  

2. What are some examples of issues in your region that postsecondary education can help address?  

7:45-8:45 p.m.
Participant discussion of postsecondary education and Kentucky’s future

This data presentation suggests that the most pressing needs of the Commonwealth are:  

· To increase Kentucky's educational attainment by 2020 so that more Kentuckians will have a higher standard of living and better quality of life.

· To transform the economy so that highly educated Kentucky graduates stay in the state and highly educated adults move to Kentucky. 

· To closer align the high school/adult education curriculum to the college preparatory curriculum to improve new student preparation and significantly increase the chance for success in college. 

And in this region are:

· An existing older population that is projected to significantly increase over time will make baccalaureate attainment more challenging. 

· An economy where growth is predicted in occupational areas that simply require on-the-job training makes it harder to convince young graduates to go to college or to import highly educated adults.

· High school graduate college-going rate of selected counties could improve.
1. Of all the information we’ve presented, what rings true with you the most? What surprises you the most?

2. What do we need to know about this region that we haven’t addressed in the analysis and conclusions just presented? 

QUESTION 1: Are more Kentuckians ready for postsecondary education?

There is an undeniable connection between K-12 and adult education success and the ability for the postsecondary system to meet its goals.  We have been working hard to align these systems together, and much of that work has taken place at the local level by P-16 councils in communities across the Commonwealth.  We’ve also been working hard to pay particular attention to underrepresented groups to insure that no one is left behind.

3. How can the postsecondary system, the schools, and your communities and organizations work together to assure that high school graduates and adults are prepared for postsecondary study?  

(over)

QUESTION 2: Are more students enrolling?
Your region has one public university, two community and technical colleges, and one independent institution.  Three other postsecondary institutions teach at sites within the district.  In addition, the citizens in your region have access to on-line courses and programs through the Kentucky Virtual University and individual institutions.  

4. To what extent is cost a barrier to students enrolling and finishing college, and what else keeps people in your families, communities, and organizations from going to college? 

QUESTION 3: Are more students advancing through the system?

The data presentation suggested that there is a lot of leakage in the postsecondary system—many students don’t stay beyond their first year, many don’t graduate in a timely manner, and many community college graduates do not transfer to four-year programs. 

5. What can we do to keep students in your communities, families, and organizations from leaving our institutions before earning a degree?

QUESTION 4: Are we preparing Kentuckians for life and work?

The data show that Kentucky ranks 47th in the percentage of the population with a bachelor’s degree or higher. It also shows that people with advanced degrees make higher wages, are generally healthier, and are more involved in civic life.  

6. Is the system preparing its students for life after graduation?  For example, is the system producing enough graduates in the right fields to fill the jobs in your communities and to attract or create new jobs? 


We know that the proportion of African Americans and Hispanics who graduate from college is low compared to the proportion of each group in the population. 

7. What are your communities doing to address this and how can our postsecondary institutions help? 

QUESTION 5: Are Kentucky’s communities and economy benefiting?

Part of the mission of our postsecondary institutions is to engage in economic and community development activities that will benefit the Commonwealth at large as well as its regions and locales.
8. Beyond preparing graduates for the workforce, in what other ways can colleges and universities provide assistance and support to employers, governments, civic organizations, and educational entities in your region?

WHAT ELSE??

9. Beyond these five questions and everything we’ve talked about so far this evening, what other issues or challenges facing your communities (or the state as a whole) need the attention and capacity of our colleges and universities?      
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