
Realizing Kentucky’s Educational Attainment Goal: 
A Look in the Rear View Mirror and Down the Road Ahead 

 
Overview of Progress  

 

Kentucky’s Postsecondary Education Improvement Act of 1997 (House Bill 1) has been instrumental in 
creating a new vision and a new set of expectations for postsecondary education in the 
Commonwealth tied to higher levels of educational attainment, economic growth and greater 
opportunity for all citizens.   

Realizing Kentucky’s Educational Attainment Goal: A Look in the Rear View Mirror and Down the Road 
Ahead, a report by the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems, documents 
Kentucky’s movement on a number of key performance metrics since 2000. While there continues to 
be challenges ahead, the report validates the vision of HB1, and highlights the remarkable progress 
that has been made to this point. 
 
Key Areas of Progress: 
 

• Since the year 2000, Kentucky’s college attainment rate (associate degrees and higher) 
among working-aged adults 25 to 64 years old has improved by six percentage points – from 
24.5 to 30.5 percent.  The actual percentage change from 2000 to 2009 was the largest of 
any state in the nation. 

 
• The percentage of college degree-holders among the younger adults has improved by more 

than six percentage points (from 27.3 to 33.7 percent).  The most notable change with respect 
to this age-group is the change in Kentucky’s state ranking from 44th in 2000 to 36th in 2009.  
Over this time period, Kentucky moved more positions in the positive direction than any 
state in the U.S.   

• The six-year graduation rates at four-year institutions (public and private) improved nearly 
nine percentage points from 2000 to 2009.  This is the largest percentage change of any state 
in the U.S., and Kentucky moved nine positions among the states – from 44th to 35th.   

• The three-year graduation rates at two-year institutions increased by roughly the same 
amount.  It was the third highest percentage point change in the U.S., and Kentucky moved 
from 38th among states to 16th.       

• Kentucky had the 5th highest percentage point change in total undergraduate credential and 
degree production (one year or more in length) of any state in the U.S.  This is even more 
impressive considering that the states ahead of Kentucky (AR, FL, NV, and VA) benefited on 
this measure largely because of shifting demographics.   

• The percentage change in the number of undergraduate credentials awarded per 1,000 
adults with no college degree is the largest in the U.S.  This is a measure of how well states 
are awarding college credentials relative to the population in need (market penetration).  On 
this metric, Kentucky jumped nine positions from 45th among states in 2000 to 36th in 2009. 
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