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Postsecondary and Adult Education System

8 four-year public postsecondary institutions
16 community and technical colleges
20 independent colleges and universities
120 adult education providers
241,590 college and university students
500,000+ postsecondary alumni
300,000+ GED graduates
30,000+ faculty and staff

College Graduates Earn More and are 
More Likely to be Employed

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey



College Graduates Produce a
Range of Other Benefits  

Increased tax revenues

Higher rates of voting and volunteering

Better health

Less poverty

Lower costs for public assistance programs

Source: “Education Pays: The Benefits for Higher Education for Individuals and Society,” The College Board, 2007.
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The typical college graduate working full-time year-round paid 134 percent more in federal income taxes and almost 80 percent more in total federal, state, and local taxes than the typical high school graduate (Education Pays, 2007, p. 9)
In the 2004 presidential election, 76% of US citizens who were college grads (25-44) voted, compared to 49% of h.s. graduates.
The volunteer rate for college graduates was 43% in 2006, over twice the 19% rate for high school graduates (Ed. Pays, 2007, p. 25)
The poverty rate for bachelor’s degree recipients was 3.6%, compared to 10.8% for high school graduates and 23.8% for adults without a h.s. diploma (Ed. Pays, 2007, p. 19)
68% of college grads (55-64) reported being in excellent or very good health, compared to 44% for h.s. grads and 28% for h.s. dropouts (Ed. Pays, 2007, 21)
In 2005, only 9% of college grads smoked, compared to almost 30% of h.s. dropouts (Ed. Pays, 2007, 22)
34% of US residents without a h.s. diploma received Medicaid, 17% received free or reduced price lunch, and 14% received food stamps. For college graduates, these percentages are 6% Medicaid, 1% free or reduced price lunch, and 1% food stamps (Ed. Pays, 2007, p. 20)







Concern is Rising over U.S. 
College Completion Rates 

American Graduation Initiative: President Obama’s goal to produce 5 
million more college graduates by 2020 and improve educational 
attainment.
Complete to Compete: Initiative launched by National Governors’ 
Association to make the U.S. a global leader in college completion.
Access to Success: Initiative of the National Association of System 
Heads, The Education Trust, and 24 state higher education systems to 
close the gaps in college‐going and completion by 2015.
The Lumina Foundation’s Big Goal: Plan to increase the proportion of 
Americans with high‐quality degrees and credentials to 60% by 2025.
Promoting a Culture of Student Success: SREB study to highlight best 
practices in member states.
Complete College America: Alliance of 23 states and 5 foundations to 
develop common goals around increasing completion and closing 
achievement gaps.
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KY is participating in ACCESS to SUCCESS, the NASH and Ed. Trust initiative. 

COMPLETE TO COMPETE is an NGA initiative, so Governor Beshear is involved.

THE SREB study highlighted Murray and WKU for best practices in promoting a culture of college success.  

COMPLETE COLLEGE AMERICA is an alliance of states that Kentucky has not yet joined. 

The AMERICAN GRADUATION INITIATIVE is Obama’s plan and does not involve member states.



Total Degrees/Credentials Awarded, 
Public and AIKCU Institutions

Source: CPE Comprehensive Database. 1999 degrees not available for Alice Lloyd, Midcontinent, and Union 
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*The rate of increase for certificate/diplomas is calculated from 2001, the 
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15,992
5,038

8,074

15,119

19,403

5,924

8,914

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Certificate/Diploma Associate  Bachelor's Graduate and Professional

3,586168

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KY’s increase of 100% in 10 years compares to a US increase of 42% in 10 years (1999-2009).

KY’s increase in degrees awarded (associate and above) was 27% from 1989-99, compared to 40% for 1999-2009.  Credentials below associate level have been omitted due to lack of data in 1989-99.
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System Completion Rates
Bachelor’s Students

System completion rates of full‐time, first‐time baccalaureate students who entered a KY public or independent 
university in 2003 and completed a bachelor’s degree at any in‐state public or independent institution,

by college readiness at entry

Source: CPE Comprehensive Database
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System Completion & Retention Rates
Bachelor’s Students

Completion and retention rates of full‐time, first‐time baccalaureate students who entered a KY public or independent 
university in 2003 and completed a bachelor’s degree at any in‐state public or independent institution,

by college readiness at entry

Source: CPE Comprehensive Database
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Postsecondary and Adult Education System

8 four-year public postsecondary institutions
16 community and technical colleges
20 independent colleges and universities
120 adult education providers
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Source: CPE Comprehensive Database
Note: The cohort includes out‐of‐state and adult students, not just recent graduates of Kentucky high schools 

System Completion Rates
Associate Students

System‐level completion rates of full‐time associate students who entered the Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System (KCTCS) in 2006, by college readiness at entry
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Note: Not just recent graduates of Kentucky high schools – includes out-of-state and adult students

Low rates are not unusual – national rate was 27 percent (entering class of 2005, IPEDS)
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Source: CPE Comprehensive Database
Note: The cohort includes out‐of‐state and adult students, not just recent graduates of Kentucky high schools 

System Completion Rates
Associate Students

System‐level completion rates of full‐time associate students who entered the Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System (KCTCS) in 2006, by college readiness at entry
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Note: Not just recent graduates of Kentucky high schools – includes out-of-state and adult students

Low rates are not unusual – national rate was 27 percent (entering class of 2005, IPEDS)





6-Year Graduation Rates of Public 
Universities, KY and U.S. Averages

Source: IPEDS

Traditional metric includes only first‐time, full‐time bachelor’s 
degree‐seeking students who graduate from their native 

institution and does not reflect transfers within the system.
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KY has improved 10 percentage points, while the US average has improved 8 percentage points.
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Source: CPE Comprehensive Database and KHEAA
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Source: CPE Comprehensive Database 
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Degree/Credential Production
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Source: KHEAA 

KEES, CAP, & KTG Disbursement History
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