MEMORANDUM

TO:                Members, Interim Joint Committee on Education

FROM:          Sue Hodges Moore, Interim President, Council on Postsecondary Education

SUBJECT:    Quarterly Report

DATE:           October 2002

With House Resolution 1, the 2001 General Assembly directed the Council on Postsecondary Education to report quarterly to the education committees on the Endowment Match Program (known as Bucks for Brains) and on the progress of postsecondary reforms of Governor Paul E. Patton and the legislature.

Postsecondary Education Enrollment

At its September 22 meeting, the Council on Postsecondary Education announced preliminary enrollment figures for the public colleges and universities.  It is clear that postsecondary reform in working.

I am very pleased to tell you that this fall, there are 8,838 more students in Kentucky’s public colleges and universities than there were a year ago.  That’s a 4.9% increase.  Since 1998, enrollment in Kentucky’s public colleges and universities has increased by over 31,500 students.  That’s a 19.9% increase.

Community and technical college enrollment increases have contributed substantially to this growth.  Since 1998, enrollment in the Kentucky Community and Technical College System alone has increased by 20,800 students.  That’s a 45.8% increase.  Lexington Community College’s enrollment increased by close to 2,200 students (or 36%) since 1998.  Enrollments in the four-year institutions have increased by almost 8,500 students, an 8% increase.

The Kentucky Virtual University has grown from 230 students and nine programs in fall 1999 to 9,732 students and 32 programs in fall 2002.

I have enclosed some additional information on our enrollments.
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Adult Education

On October 7 Dr. Cheryl King, Commissioner of Adult Education, reported to your Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education on the progress we have made in adult education reform in Kentucky.  Enrollment in adult education programs in Kentucky has increased from 51,177 in Fiscal Year 2000 to 86,413 in Fiscal Year 2002.  That’s a 67.1% increase in just two years.  The number of Kentuckians earning a GED in 2001 was 57% higher than in 2000.  This is the sixth largest increase in the United States.  

Thanks to the vision you provided in Senate Bill 1 in 2000, we are making a lot of progress in educating all Kentuckians.
I have enclosed some additional information on Kentucky’s recent success in adult education.

Measuring Up 2002

On October 2, the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education released Measuring Up 2002 – the state-by-state report card on higher education.  Kentucky was one of only two states to show improvement since 2000 in all five categories measured by the report card - preparation, participation, affordability, completion, and benefits.  The other was Utah.  According to the report, Kentucky and Utah are “setting the standard of improvement for the other 48 states.”

“Grades” for each category are assigned based on performance relative to other states in 2002.  Kentucky’s grades went up in three of the five categories – participation, completion, and benefits.  This indicates that while Kentucky’s performance improved in all five categories, Kentucky’s standing among the states in affordability and preparation did not improve.

In preparation, Kentucky was one of only seven states to improve in five categories highlighted in the report:

· young adults earning a high school diploma or GED by age 24

· 8th graders’ proficiency in math

· low-income 8th graders’ proficiency in math

· high school students taking and scoring well on college entrance exams 

· high school students taking and scoring well on Advanced Placement tests.

Despite this improvement, Kentucky’s grade for preparation went down slightly.  This shows that while we have made progress, a number of other states are also putting a lot of emphasis on student preparation for college, so Kentucky must work even harder if we want to be among the national leaders.

In participation, Kentucky is one of only seven states that improved its performance on all measures of enrolling young and working-age adults in college-level education and training.  Kentucky’s strongest gain was in the percentage of 25-49 year olds enrolled in postsecondary education, at least part-time.  
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Kentucky’s grade for affordability went down slightly.  Kentucky’s tuition rates remain affordable for a large segment of the population.  The most dramatic gap between Kentucky’s performance and that of other states is the amount of need-based financial aid available.  We need to keep the price of postsecondary education affordable and be sure financial aid is available so that all Kentuckians have access to college.  We will not be able to achieve our goals for college going in Kentucky if low-income families find a college education beyond their reach.

I have enclosed some additional information about Kentucky’s performance in Measuring Up 2002.

Thank you for your continued support of Kentucky’s educational system.
