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Do you know your 
acronyms!



Family 
Strengths



What Do We 
Believe?

▪ Families love their 
children

▪ Families want the 
best for 
their children

▪ Families are capable 
of supporting their 
children's education
▪ Families have 

strengths 



Principles of Strengths-Based Family 
Engagement 
•Focus on family strengths, not deficits. 

•Promote two-way communication. 

•Build trust and relationships over time. 

•Honor and respect families' expertise on their children.



Our turn!



Helpful tips from college admission



Recent Surveys Show:
∙ Parents value student voice/opinions.

∙ Parents value safety (this includes safety of expression and community 
belonging).

∙ Parents are concerned about educational accessibility and individualization.

∙ Parents are concerned about political influence on education (not sure if this 
means they think there is too much, or if the changes the current admin are 
appropriate).

∙ As of 2024 the majority of parents agree that college education is beneficial.









Avoiding pitfalls



FAFSA



Updates to the 2026-2027 FAFSA



FAFSA - Personal Circumstances



FAFSA - Unaccompanied and Homeless



FAFSA - Unusual Circumstances



A Family’s 
Guide to 
College



Stick it to us!


