
Building Brighter Futures: 
Predictors of Post-School Success

Office of Special Education and Early Learning
2026 CPE Student Access Summit



Presenter Information

Magan Gaddis, Ed. S.
Coaching Coordinator

Transition Education Unit
Office of Special Education and Early Learning

Magan.Gaddis@education.ky.gov

Tracy Parks, Ed. D.
Coaching Coordinator

Transition Education Unit
Office of Special Education and Early Learning

Tracy.Parks@education.ky.gov

mailto:marisa.duarte@education.ky.gov
mailto:Tracy.Parks@education.ky.gov%E2%80%8B


Purpose

Explore how the Predictors of Postschool Success can be 
intentionally embedded from preschool through postsecondary 
education through the implementation of effective policies, career 
development opportunities, collaborative systems and student skill 
development.



Learning Objectives 

• Explain the connection between the Predictors of Postschool 
Success and positive post-school outcomes.

• Recognize opportunities within existing classroom, school and 
community practices to intentionally strengthen key predictors.

• Implement practical predictor-based strategies that increase 
students' access to experiences that promote successful 
employment, education, independent living and community 
participation.



Turn and Talk

What helps students 
thrive after high school?



National Technical Assistance Center: The 
Collaborative (NTACT: C)

• National center focused on improving post-school outcomes for 
youth and young adults with disabilities.

• Reviews and synthesizes transition research to identify practices 
associated with successful adult outcomes.

• Provides evidence-based resources, tools and technical assistance 
to educators, families and community partners.

(https://transitionta.org/topics/effective-practices/)
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What Are Predictors of Postschool 
Success?
• Evidence-based, research-based and promising experiences, 

opportunities, skills, supports, services and acquired competencies 
identified through correlational research as being associated with 
improved adult outcomes in employment, postsecondary education 
and independent living. 



NTACT:C Predictors

Predictors of Post School 
Success Level of Evidence 
Chart
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Effective Practices

(https://transitionta.org/topics/effective-practices/)



Predictor Implementation Self-Assessment 
(PISA)

• The Predictor Implementation Self-Assessment (PISA) is a framework 
for schools, districts and other stakeholders in secondary transition to 
determine the degree to which their programs are implementing 
practices that are likely to lead to more positive post-school outcomes 
for students with disabilities.
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PISA
Walkthrough
If your team were 
completing this today:

• What strengths would 
you identify?

• Where might there be 
opportunities for 
growth?



PISA Rating Scales



Turning Research Into Action
From research framework to practical improvement tool 
• Research identifies the experiences and practices associated with positive post-

school outcomes. (Predictors)

But how dose this lead to local improvements?
PISA Self-Assessment:  Helps us examine how those practices are implemented in our 
own systems. (Rating scale)
Local Action: Uses the results to guide priorities, decisions, and improvement.

Takeaway
The PISA transforms research knowledge into a 

practical tool for local improvement.



Rich Information Needs a Manageable Structure

The challenge...

"Where do we even begin?"



Predictor Clusters Turn Information Into Focus

Clusters help in two important ways:
1. Helps us think about how the 

predictors work together.
2. Help us narrow the scope for 

improvement.



  



Student Skills Cluster
Predictors
• Self-Determination/Self-Advocacy
• Goal Setting
• Youth Autonomy/Decision Making
• Psychological Empowerment
• Self-Realization
• Community Experiences
• Social Skills
• Self-Care/Independent Living
• Travel Skills
• Technology Skills
Big Idea
• Experiences create vision.

Career Development Cluster
Predictors
• Career Awareness
• Occupational Courses
• Paid Employment/Work Experiences
• Work Study
• Career and Technical Education 

(CTE)

Big Idea
• Experiences create vision.



Collaborative 
Systems Cluster
Predictors
• Interagency Collaboration
• Parental Involvement
• Parent Expectations
• Transition Program
• Student Support

Big Idea
• Relationships create pathways.

Policy Cluster

Predictors
• Inclusion in General Education
• Program of Study
• Exit Exam Requirements/Diploma 

Status

Big Idea
• Policy creates access.



Considering Essential Program Characteristics (EPC)

• The critical features and 
operational elements of 
each predictor.

• Essentially, these are the 
predictor deconstructed.

• This is the level at which you 
apply your evaluation:
oDegree of implementation
oEvidence of implementation



The PISA as a Practical Improvement Tool



    



Predictors for Post-School Success Across Age 
Group by Expect, Engage and Empower 

PreK to Post12 Predictors
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Policy Across the Continuum
Access
• Inclusion
• Accommodations
• Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL)

Pathways
• Program of Study
• Career Pathways
• Postsecondary 

Readiness

Outcomes
• Diploma Options
• Employment
• Education 
• Independent Living



Think Pair Share

• Which predictor is strongest 
across all grades in your 
school/district?

• Which predictor needs the 
most attention across all 
grades?



Predictor Walkabout
1. Visit each predictor station with your 

group.
2. Discuss:

• What does this predictor look like in 
your setting?

3. Write one idea per sticky note and place 
it on the poster.

4. Rotate when prompted.



Reflection
What is one predictor:

• You will continue to 
strengthen?

• You will intentionally examine 
when you return to your 
district?



Questions?
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