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▪ Welcome and Introductions

▪ National and Kentucky Context

▪ Panel Discussion

▪ Key Takeaways

▪ What’s Next



The Kentucky Student Success 
Collaborative strives to facilitate 
innovative and collaborative 
approaches to student success in 
order to strengthen the economic 
mobility of all students in Kentucky.

Vision



Introduction of Panelists

Dr. Laura Smith, Jefferson Community and Technical College 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students 

Dr. Corrine Williams, University of Kentucky
Acting Associate Vice President for Student Wellbeing 

Dr. Rae Loftis, Eastern Kentucky University 
Executive Director for Diversity and Development 

Dr. Katie Adamchik, University of Louisville 
Director of Student Success



National & Kentucky Context

Nonacademic Barriers Impact on Student Success



What are Student 
Basic Needs?

Housing

Clothing (i.e. career-ready)

Food

Transportation

Financial stability

Childcare

Health care/mental health

Technology/internet
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#REALCOLLEGE 2021: BASIC 
NEEDS INSECURITY DURING 
THE ONGOING PANDEMIC

In total, over 195,000 students from 
130 two-year colleges and 72 four-
year colleges and universities 
responded to the 2020 #RealCollege 
Survey. 

Read full report.

60%

https://www.luminafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/real-college-2021.pdf


Trellis
Student Financial 
Wellness Survey
Fall 2020

Student Financial Wellness Survey 
Results | All 4-yr institutions | Fall 2020

Basic needs insecurity is prevalent at 
both two- and four-year campuses, 
impacting students' persistence and 
graduation outcomes.



University of Louisville 
Student Financial Wellness 
Survey Results Fall 2021

• All KCTCS colleges will participate 
in the Trellis student financial 
wellness survey in fall 2022

• All public and private 4-yr 
institutions in KY have been 
invited to participate at no cost to 
the institution in fall 2022 or fall 
2023



Panel Discussion:
How Non-Academic Barriers 
Impact Completion and Success 

Feel free to ask questions at any point during the panel discussion



Dr. Laura Smith, Jefferson Community and Technical College 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students 

Dr. Corrine Williams, University of Kentucky
Acting Associate Vice President for Student Wellbeing 

Dr. Rae Loftis, Eastern Kentucky University 
Executive Director for Diversity and Development 

Dr. Katie Adamchik, University of Louisville 
Director of Student Success



Last year, out of every 20 Jefferson students, on average…

1 experienced housing insecurity 

3 experienced hunger due to not having enough money for food

7 report they are “barely making it” financially

8 are primary caregivers for a child and/or elderly family member

13 Identified stress or mental health as a barrier to college success

16 balance working for pay with college responsibilities

▪ Food Pantry

▪ Hygiene Supplies

▪ Emergency Fund

• Computer 
Distribution

• Safe Stay



Food Security

▪ Collect data to identify 
food in/security

▪ Provide resources to 
enhance food security as 
primary or secondary 
need
— Colonel’s Cupboard
— Emergency SAFE 

funds
— Closet Transform

▪ Maintain process of 
program assessment 
and growth
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BASIC NEEDS SUPPORTS AT UOFL

▪ Emergency and Persistence Grants

▪ Keys to Success laptop ownership program

▪ Cardinal Cupboard and meal vouchers

▪ Emergency housing (residence halls or reduced rates at hotels)

▪ Student Recreation Center showers and personal supplies

▪ Mental health counseling

▪ Crisis response



Key Takeaways

▪ Invest in emergency aid by creating new or expanding existing 
emergency aid programs

▪ Discuss basic needs during enrollment to increase student 
awareness of available supports

▪ Gather data on basic needs of students at your campus

▪ Streamline student supports through a centralized hub

▪ Prioritize postsecondary education in public benefit programs



What’s Next
Campus Voice Research Project

State Policy Scan

Trellis Student Financial Wellness Survey

Statewide Action Network



Thank You




